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Leopold Trepper, at 77; headed 
a Soviet spy ring during WWII 

From Wire Services «on on the eve of the outbreak of 

TEL AVIV - Leopold Trepper. jyjr. -j-repper was imprisoned in 
who headed a World War n Soviet po]and at age 22 f or his communist 
spy ring known as the Red Or- sympathies and later wen t to Pal-1 
chestra.” died yesterday ln Jmisa- ^ tlne where in 1930 he was im- 
lem, Israel Radio announced. He prlsoned by British authorities. On 

was 77. , ’ his release he went to study lan- 

Mr. Trepper, who was bom in guages in prance and was accepted 
Poland and immigrated to Israel in f nto t he Soviet intelligence services. 
1973, headed the 290-member spy After World War II he was* ta- 
ring with cells in France, Belgium, prisoned in Moscow for 10 years, 
Germany, Japan and Switzerland; untu hig rehabilitation in 1955 
The “Red Orchestra, as^ It was after Joseph Stalin’s death. He won 
called in Nazi documents, provided an emigration permit from Poland i 
the Soviet Union in 1940 with in- tQ Israe j in 197 3> j 

formation of Germany s impending Mr. Trepper claimed that; 66* of 

invasion and managed to : infiltrate r ^ spy ring’s members were Jew- 
German Air Force headquarters in ^ anc j ^ wag ^prisoned topover 
Berlin. r < Wj' x n*. the soviet Union’s embarrassment 

Trepper was bom in Poland in that its moat successful espionage 
1904 and established the organiza- network was largely led by Jews. 
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